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Manrico: Jussi Bjérling (tenor) / Leonora: Zinka Milanov (soprano)
Azucena: Fedora Barbieri (mezzo-soprano) / Count di Luna: Leonard Warren (baritone)
Robert Shaw Chorale / RCA Victor Orchestra / Renato Cellini (conductor)
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VERDI BHBE 1ne’
Il trovatore (EnS )

Il trovatore is a powerful music drama created by Giuseppe Verdi in his early
maturity. Salvatore Cammarano’s libretto has been criticised as uninspiring and
confusing, but Verdi’'s music is of a very high order especially in its capacity to
dramatize characters and situations, which has elevated the whole opera far
above the level of a gloomy melodrama. Each of the principal roles is assigned
at least one great solo scene, with the hero, his beloved Leonora and his gypsy

foster mother being given the most beautiful and effective passages.

The performers are among the most celebrated stars in the operatic firmament:
tenor Jussi Bjorling, soprano Zinka Milanov, mezzo-soprano Fedora Barbieri

and baritone Leonard Warren. The recording was made with the Robert Shaw
Chorale and RCA Victor Orchestra, conducted by Renato Cellini.
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This English introduction was written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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